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IMEMS Director’s Newsletter, Spring 2011
Dear colleagues,
In the following paragraphs you will find a round-up of news, events and invitations from the Institute of Medieval and Early Modern Studies. 

1. Firstly, you are warmly invited to the 2011 IMEMS annual public lecture which will be held in Aberystwyth on Tuesday 31st May, in conjunction with the opening of the Aberystwyth Centre for the Study of Women Writers. The lecture will be given by the distinguished literary historian, Prof Margaret Ezell from Texas A&M University.  Further details will follow but this is a date to be noted.

2. Another date for your diary is September 15th/16th, when we will be holding the Institute’s annual conference at Gregynog. We are trying a different time of the year as the spring is always so busy for us all; I do hope that the September date will be more convenient. We promise a lively series of talks (including outside speakers), workshops and research group meetings. If you would like to contribute to the programme, or suggest names or topics that you wish to see included, please contact me directly (helen.wilcox@bangor.ac.uk). Details of the programme will follow in due course, but please keep the dates free if at all possible.

3. In the meantime, we are planning to undertake a ‘mapping’ exercise among members of the Institute in order to gather information from new colleagues about their research interests and from established colleagues about their latest research ideas and projects. Do not be surprised, therefore, if you are contacted for a short meeting with either Dafydd Roberts (research support officer, Aberystwyth) or Chris Drew (deputy director of the Aber-Bangor partnership, Bangor) who will be conducting the consultation. We plan to build on the results of this exercise at the conference in September.

4. Congratulations are offered to Thomas Schmidt-Beste and his colleagues in the School of Music at Bangor for their success in gaining a major AHRC award for a research project in collaboration with the Warburg Institute on the manuscript transmission of early music. Further details of the project, entitled ‘The Production and Reading of Music Sources, 1480-1530’, can be found on the IMEMS website (www.imems.ac.uk) under Current Projects. In the same place you will also find reports on other continuing major projects including Seals in Medieval Wales, the Mostyn Project, Chaucer, Medieval Welsh Law, Welsh Women Writers, and the Bangor Pontifical project. 

5. The Institute plays a significant role in helping to launch projects such as these and bringing them to successful fruition, and you are reminded that small pump-priming grants are available to assist you in organising preliminary meetings or colloquia to lay the groundwork for a project. IMEMS recently supported Sarah Hutton (English, Aberystwyth) in bringing scholars together to begin work on a major project on Edward, Lord Herbert of Cherbury, the seventeenth-century writer, diplomat and philosopher whose papers are in the National Library of Wales, and Raluca Radulescu (English, Bangor) in preparing a bid for a research network on medieval manuscript miscellanies.

6. Modest amounts of financial support are also available to assist with the organisation of other research-related activities such as conferences, meetings and graduate training. Recent and forthcoming events receiving financial support from IMEMS include the Aberystwyth conference on post-medieval crusades, the annual colloquium on medieval Wales, the Bangor palaeography training workshop (for postgraduates from all over the UK), the medieval history graduate conference at Gregynog, the Wye Valley conference (July 2011, hosted by scholars from Aberystwyth and Nottingham) and the Mostyn seminar on family archives (to be held on 23rd August 2011 at Gloddaith Hall).
7. You are reminded that Andrew Hiscock (English, Bangor) is the Welsh representative on the board of the Society for Renaissance Studies, which also offers small grants towards research-related events on Renaissance topics. Details of how to apply for financial assistance can be found on the IMEMS homepage. 
8. The IMEMS fortnightly Tuesday-afternoon video-linked seminar series, which is the backbone of our shared activity, continues until 24th May, and this year’s excellent speakers, both local and from further afield, are thanked for their contribution and stimulus to our research life. You are reminded that you can suggest the names of future speakers, either to me (helen.wilcox@bangor.ac.uk) or to your local contacts who will soon be issuing the invitations for next year’s programme. The contacts in Aberystwyth are Rory Cox (History), Marged Haycock (Welsh) and Diane Watt (English); in Bangor, Mark Hagger (History), Peredur Lynch (Welsh), Thomas Schmidt-Beste (Music) and Helen Wilcox (English); in Swansea, Liz Herbert-MacAvoy (English) and Dan Power (History); in Lampeter, Peter Mitchell (English).
9. As individual members of the Institute you will be gathering information for your REF submission, including outreach activities such as public lectures, festivals, membership of panels of experts, and so on. Please be sure to pass any such information to IMEMS, too, so that our records can be kept up to date. So far we are aware that the Institute has recently been represented at events as varied as an evening lecture for the local history society in Llandudno, a panel discussion at the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, an archaeology broadcast on Canadian Radio, a ‘Beacon for Wales’ publicity day in Cardiff, a literary lecture at the Reform Club in London and a medieval-style liturgy sung in Bangor Cathedral – but we know that a great deal more goes on, often unrecorded, and I would urge you to let us know whenever you undertake this kind of activity, sometimes referred to as ‘Continuous Professional Development’ (for those who participate in such events) but also akin to the widely-discussed ‘impact’. 
10. The IMEMS administrative co-ordinator, Nicole Finnigan (nnr@aber.ac.uk), has been taking a census of postgraduates in our fields at Aberystwyth and Bangor, and would be grateful for information from you. If you have not already done so, please let her know of the postgraduates you have recruited in medieval and/or early modern studies in the past two years, and the nature of their research. 

Best wishes,

Helen Wilcox

